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Weekly Newsletter

Monday 11th December 2017
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	Head’s Message
The children entered school today with many exciting tales of their very wintry weekend!  I’d just like to remind all parents and carers to ensure their children walk safely around the school grounds in these icy conditions. No scooting or climbing on the apparatus when icy, please. 
   A huge well done to Year 1 Attlee for their fabulous assembly last week. I know the KS1 children and teachers thoroughly enjoyed every minute of it including your wonderful singing! We learnt about toys through the ages and some children even shared their favourite toys. At the end of the quiz the adults were asked some tricky questions which was great fun!
   We’re definitely getting into the Christmas spirit. KS2 attended the Panto at Hackney on Friday and are to be commended for their excellent behaviour.  Staff at Hackney Empire made a point of letting us know that of the hundreds of children who have visited, our school really stood out for their excellent manners and behaviour.  Well done kids!.

   Friday is Christmas Jumper Day! I can't wait to see our assembly halls looking vibrant in the morning with hundreds of festive jumpers! See page 3 for details.

   On Monday 18th our Year 1 Children will be performing their Nativity 'Children Around the World' along with the help of Reception who will be singing two special songs. 
Year 1A performance starts at 9:30, Year 1M performance starts at 11:30 and Year 1W performance at 1:45. We look forward to seeing you all there. 

Mr Ogle, Head Teacher
Parent Workshops
Just one more of Parent Workshop is scheduled for this term.  A crèche will be provided and everyone is welcome to attend.
Mon 11th Dec - Writing
Stars of the Week

Well done to the following children who were nominated to be Stars of the Week and were presented with their award in assembly on Friday:
1 Attlee  Whole Class       
1 Morris Missy and Zuzanna     
1 Wilson Elliot and Darcie        
2 Attlee   Scott and Alan     
2 Morris  Robert and Shreya     
2 Wilson  Sami and Kiyanna    
3 Attlee   Tiyanna and Kieron   
3 Morris   Jahfari and Amelle   
3 Wilson   Viktoria and Gabriel  
4 Attlee    Kayode and Kiera  
4 Morris   Izabella and Esme 
4 Wilson   Aaron and Olivia  
5 Attlee    Simon and Kimberlee  
5 Morris    Elliot and Aaliyah  
5 Wilson    Christabel and Lewis 
6 Attlee      Daniel and Julienne
6 Morris     Shanice and Maya
6 Wilson     Jahmica and Freya


Nut Allergies

Please may we remind you all again about awareness of children with allergies,  particularly in the run up to Christmas – and class Christmas parties.

Please could you ensure that any snacks you buy for your children do not contain nuts as we have children in school with severe alllergies.

We teach the children not to share snacks and lunch with others,  so that we minimise the risk of any allergic reactions.  
Please could you take some time to speak to your child about this at home so that we can share the message of how serious allergies can be.
Christmas Jumper Day Appeal

We are all excitedly looking forward to donning our Christmas jumpers this Friday for Christmas Jumper Day.  A donation of £1 would be appreciated – although you may, of course, contribute more if you wish.
Throughout this year, we will be supporting Christian Aid, starting with our Christmas Jumper Day.  The Christian Aid Christmas Appeal is called “Enough for Everyone”
 “Every day, children in South Sudan and Burkina Faso are dying from hunger. They are bearing the brunt of ongoing conflict and climate change.
At Christmas, a time of plenty, when we come together with family and friends to celebrate, relax and often overindulge, it feels particularly unjust that so many families will go without food, security and hope.”
See here for more details about the appeal in general: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas-appeal
On that same day, 15th December, the school council will be running a cake sale after school.  All donations and contributions of cakes, either shop bought or home made  (don’t forget everything must be NUT FREE) all gratefully accepted at the school office on 14th and 15th December. 



	After School Activity Clubs

Please note that activity clubs end this Friday and will recommence from w/c 15th January.  Letters for new club allocation will come home in the first week of term.
Reception Intake 2018
We have one more meeting for parents applying for Reception places for the Sept 18 intake on Fri 5th January 2018 10-11am

Whole School Attendance and punctuality.
The whole school attendance target is 96.5%.  Last week our attendance fell slightly below that target at 96.32% and from 6th September 2017 remains above that target at 97.04%.   There have been 525 late marks to date.
Attendance and Punctuality 
No class managed perfect attendance last week, but well done to 3M who had the best attendance of the week with 99.63%.  Punctuality was good with children in 5A, 4M, 1W, 1A and RW here on time every day!   There were 54 late marks across the school for the week.  
Thank you and well done everyone who had a good record or is trying their best.
Finance Matters

Not that long until we finish for the Christmas break.  Please ensure that all outstanding balances for clubs, trips, lunches, music, breakfast and after school club are all cleared before we finish next Wednesday.

Lines of the Week

Well done to the following classes who won our line of the week and get to keep their house cup all week:

Attlee: Y2A
Morris: Y3M
Wilson: Y5W
SHINE

As advised last week, our last SHINE for this term will be at St Saviours due to our Christmas Fair here at St Mary’s 
   There are still a few payments of £15 outstanding.  This payment covers your child’s attendance through to the Christmas break.  If you have not already done so, please could you ensure payment is made before we finish this term.  Thank you. 
   Achievement School for invited year 6 pupils will still take place here at St Mary’s from 9am to 12:30pm.
SHINE AUTUMN TERM

2nd Half

Venue: St Mary’s 9:00am – 2:00pm

Saturday 16th December –
AT ST SAVIOURS
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

BACK AT ST MARY’S
Saturday 6th January

Saturday 13th January

Saturday 20th January

Saturday 27th January

Saturday 3rd February

SPRING HALF TERM

Value of the Week: CARING

Philippians 2:4
Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others
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	Assemblies

Parents are welcome to join us for our Monday and Friday assemblies.  
Monday assemblies will continue to be split by Year Groups and after Christmas, Morris Houses will be in the School Hall, with Attlee and  Wilson in the Gym.  
On the subject of assemblies don’t forget our Christmas Carol Assembly tomorrow, Tuesday 12th December, where our school orchestra will also be performing.    Bring your best singing voice and start your day with a festive sing-song!
Class Corner
In Reception Wilson this week, we have been reading the Julia Donaldson story ‘Stick Man’. We visited our outside area to see if we could find Stick Man’s family home. Whilst we were outside we collected some sticks to create our very own stick man by manipulating materials and sticking them together. We have also been working really hard this week in maths, practicing our careful counting skills to 20 and even backwards to 0!  This week we have started to get into the Christmas spirit, practicing our nativity Christmas songs and making Christmas decorations to hang around the school. Well done Reception Wilson for being so creative and imaginative! 

Miss John, Reception Wilson​
Community Production

We're off to see the Wizard.... Come and join in the next Walthamstow Community Production of The Wizard of Oz. It's free to take part and open to all ages from 5 to 105! 
   No previous experience necessary and lots of St Mary's children have enjoyed taking part in previous productions. Anyone who wants to be in the show must sign up between 2-3pm on Saturday 6 Jan at St Peter's in the Forest Church, Woodford New Road. Auditions for lead parts will take place on Sun 7 Jan 2-4pm at CentrE17, 1 Church Hill. Children's rehearsals will take place every weekend until the performances at St Peter's in the Forest Church on the weekend of 17/18 March. For further information, check out www.wfcommunityproduction.com 
Lost Property

As always at the end of term, we have a large amount of lost property.   The lost property trolley is outside the office at the moment, but everything we have will be displayed in the playground after school this week (weather permitting).  Anything unclaimed at the end of school on 20th December will be disposed of.
End of Term

Just a reminder that school closes at 2pm next Wednesday, 20th December.  There will be no After School/Teatime Club that day.
 Useful Contacts

Address: Brooke Road,   

                 Walthamstow, E17 9HJ

Phone: 020 8521 1066

Website: www.stmaryscofe.org 

Email: school@st-marys-coe.waltham.sch.uk

Teatime Club: 07542 193499

Nursery: stmarysnursery.net

Church: www.walthamstowchurch.org.uk



Key dates and times for the Autumn Term 2017
	Monday 11th December
	4-4.30pm – Parent Workshop - Writing

	Tuesday 12th December
	9.05 – Christmas Carol Assembly with School Orchestra

	Wednesday 13th December
	Last swimming for 4Attlee and 4Morris

	Thursday 14th December
	9.05 – Class Assembly – 6 Wilson
Christmas Lunch

	Friday 15th December
	Christmas Jumper Day and Cake Sale 

	Saturday 16th September
	SHINE at St Saviours

 Achievement School at St Mary’s as usual
PFA Christmas Fayre – 12 to 3pm.

	Monday 18th December
	Christmas Services –  9.30 – Attlee Houses

11.00 – Morris Houses

1.45 – Wilson Houses       

	Wednesday 20th December
	School Closes for Christmas at 2pm

	Thursday 4th January 2018
	Children back to school

	Friday 5th January 2018
	10am–11am – Reception 2018 Open Morning

	Wednesday 10th January 
	First swimming for 4 Morris and 4 Wilson


Term Dates 2017-2018

Autumn Term Second Half (38 Days)

Start – Monday 30th October 2017

End – Wednesday 20th December 2017

Holidays: Thursday 21st December 2017 to Tuesday 2nd January 2018

Spring Term 2018 – First Half (26 Days)

INSET – Wednesday 3rd January 2018

Start – Thursday 4th January 2018

End – Friday 9th February 2018

Half Term: Monday 12th February 2017 – Friday 16th February 2018

Second Half (29 Days)

Start – Monday 19th February 2018

End – Thursday 29th March 2018

Holidays: Friday 30th March to Friday 13th April 2018

Summer Term 2018 – First Half (30 Days)

Start – Monday 16th April 2018

End – Friday 25th May 2018

Half Term: Monday 28th May 2018 – Friday 1st June 2018

Holidays May Day Bank Holiday: Monday 7th May 2018

Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 28th May 2018 (during Half Term)

Second Half (35 Days)

Start – Monday 4th June 2018

End – Friday 20th July 2018            

This calendar gives a total of 195 days (190 pupil days plus 5 inset days).

[image: image1.jpg]


