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What is RWI? 

 

A rapid learn to read  programme 

 

so children… 

 

read to learn  for the rest of their lives  
 



 What is RWI? 

• Tried and tested over many years 

 

• Systematic and structured 

 

• Early success in reading 



 What does RWI Teach? 

RWI is a comprehensive Literacy scheme 
teaching: 

• Phonics  

– Reading words (decoding) 

– Spelling words (encoding) 

• Reading comprehension 

• Writing composition 

• Letter formation 



  Basic Phonic Knowledge 

• 44 speech sounds – phonemes 

• Sounds must be said as pure sounds with no 
uh on the end 

• Some sounds are stretched 

• Some sounds are bounced 

• Set 1 sounds 

• Set 2 sounds 





  Basic Phonic Knowledge 

• Sometimes different letters are used to write a 
phoneme  

• The letter or letters used to represent the 
sound are called the grapheme 

• These graphemes are taught gradually 
throughout the programme 







 Assessment 

• Children will be put into small groups based 
on their reading ability 

• They will be reassessed regularly 

• The groups must be fluid, with children 
moving regularly 



 Progression 

• Set 1 sounds and word time 

• Revise Set 1 sounds and do Ditty Books 

• Teach Set 2 sounds and do Green and Purple 
Books 

• Teach Set 3 sounds and do Pink, Orange, 
Yellow, Blue and Grey Books 

• Set 3 sounds – teach them for reading first 
and then for spelling 





Meet Fred 

• You need a Fred toy or puppet 

• Fred can only speak in pure sounds 

• Say words in Fred talk for children to blend 

• When decoding words to read, you ask 
children to Fred Talk them (sound them out) 

• When segmenting to spell, children put words 
on their Fred Fingers 



           Fred Talk - READING 

• We can Fred-Talk green words: 

  



                Fred Fingers - SPELLING 

• We can put green words on our Fred Fingers: 

– Teacher says word 

– Children say word 

– Children count sounds 

– Children show fingers 

– Children say word 

– Children tap / pinch sounds 

– Children write word 

 

  





        Nonsense Words 

• At the end of Year 1 children take a phonics 
screening test. 

• As part of this they have to read nonsense 
words. 

• Nonsense words are made up of known 
sounds, so can be read as green words 

• In the test they have an alien next to them 

• These must be read with each sound. 



KS1 phonics test 
information and 

resources. 
What resources are available for the phonics screening check? 

 

There are lots of previous screening check papers that can be obtained online to 

practice with your child. The practice papers include a mixture of real words and 

non-words (nonsense words). 

 

‘Non-words’ are important to include in the check as it allows children to show 

and use their skill of decoding. They are not words they have seen or read before 

so are unable to use their memory to say the word. This is a fair way to assess a 

child’s ability to decode.  

 

Practice papers can be found online at:  

http://www.sats-papers.co.uk/phonics-screening-check.php 

 

On this website, there are examples of acceptable answers as well.  
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