
Y2 SATS Workshop



What are the Sats?
At the end of Y2, it is compulsory for all children take part in standardised national curriculum 

assessments. They are assessments based upon everything that children would have learned so far in 

their learning journey. Key Stage 1 Sats involve the following papers:

● English Reading Paper 1 (approximately 30 minutes)

● English Reading Paper 2 (approximately 40 minutes)

● Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic (approximately 20 minutes)

● Maths Paper 2: Reasoning (approximately 35 minutes)

● English Spelling (20 words based upon the KS1 spelling rules, approximately 15 minutes)

● English Punctuation and Grammar (approximately 20 minutes)

  Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Y2. There is no writing test. 



Why are they important?

The Sats are important as it allows all schools to assess the children's readiness for Y3 and beyond. It 

allows schools to prepare for the following term by analysing what the children are confident in and 

use this to build appropriate steps to help all children succeed in KS2.

It allows us to form a picture of your child’s educational journey to the end of KS2 and beyond.

Unlike KS2, Sats results and scores are used to support teacher assessment when grading children at 

the end of the year. 



When are they? How do we deliver them?
Unlike KS2 SATs, KS1 SATs don't have to be administered according to a nationally-set timetable in a 

specific week and schools are free to manage the timetable.

They will be delivered throughout the month of May during school hours in ‘exam’ conditions.

All tests are delivered in a calm, comfortable space and the children are taken in groups with an adult 

they know incredibly well. 

They are all delivered in a low-key, low-stress manner and all children are given encouragement 

throughout.

Snacks and drinks are provided and small breaks taken where needed. 



Results
Tests are marked internally using the provided mark schemes and the local authority moderate to 

ensure all tests are administered in line with the guidance. Once marked, the tests will be given the 

following scores:

● A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);

● A scaled score (see below);

● A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the raw score is converted to a scaled score. Even though the tests are 

made to the same standard each year, the questions must be different. This means the difficulty of 

the tests may vary. Scaled scores ensures an accurate comparison of performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard.



Reading Paper 1
Paper 1 consists of a 

combined reading prompt 

and answer booklet. The 

test takes approximately 30 

minutes.

It normally contains two 

different types of text.

Example questions (2019)



Reading Paper 1
Example questions (2019)



Reading Paper 1
Example questions (2019)



Reading Paper 2
Paper 2 consists of an 
answer booklet and a 
separate reading booklet. 
It contains more 
challenging texts than 
Paper 1. The test takes 
approximately 40 minutes.

It normally contains two 
different types of text.

Example questions (2019)



Reading Paper 2
Example questions (2019)



Reading Paper 2
Example questions (2019)



Mathematics Paper 1
Paper 1: arithmetic 

consists of a single test 

paper and takes 

approximately 20 minutes.

Example questions (2019)



Mathematics Paper 1
Example questions (2019)



Mathematics Paper 1
Example questions (2019)



Mathematics Paper 2
Paper 2: reasoning consists 

of a single test paper and 

takes approximately 35 

minutes.

The paper includes a 

practice question and 5 

aural questions.

Example questions (2019)



Mathematics Paper 2
Example questions (2019)



Mathematics Paper 2
Example questions (2019)



Mathematics Paper 2
Example questions (2019)



SPAG Paper 1 (Spelling)
Paper 1: spelling consists of 

a test transcript to be read 

by the test administrator 

and an answer booklet for 

pupils to write 20 spellings. 

The paper takes 

approximately 15 minutes

Example questions (2019)



SPAG Paper 2 (Punctuation and Grammar)
Paper 2: questions is a 

combined question and 

answer booklet focusing on 

pupils’ knowledge of 

grammar, punctuation and 

vocabulary. The paper 

takes approximately 20 

minutes.

Example questions (2019)



SPAG Paper 2 (Punctuation and Grammar)
Example questions (2019)



SPAG Paper 2 (Punctuation and Grammar)
Example questions (2019)



How we are preparing for them.

We do not make reference to sats during lessons to keep anxieties low.

All of our lessons are based upon the national curriculum and we interweave examples of questions, 
technical vocabulary and skills throughout our curriculum.

We are running before/after school booster sessions to build confidence.

Homework has been adapted to help practice different styles of questions across the curriculum. 

Writing can be taken from any subject to show different styles, techniques and skills.



Home support.

Helping your child complete their home learning will give extra confidence and extra practise to all 

that we do in school.

Reading with your child every day and asking interesting questions about the text will have a huge 

impact on reading fluency and comprehension. 

Beneficial for a regular routine including bedtime.

Stay positive! A positive attitude goes along way. Always encourage and support!



Home support.
Should you wish to purchase more resources to support your child we would recommend the CGP 

KS1 Sats books and the Letts workbooks.



Remember…

SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English. 

They will not reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art, PE…, and they certainly won’t 

highlight all of their amazing personal characteristics.

SATs don’t tell the whole story.

Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not necessarily by what 

margin. These thresholds change each year according to the overall national performance, so what 

was classed as ‘meeting the expected standard’ this year might not be the same as last year.



What to do if you are worried. 

SATs can induce a certain degree of worry or anxiety but there is, of course, a tipping point. 

SATs anxiety should not:

● Affect a child’s appetite

● Affect a child’s sleep

● Affect a child’s personality

● Induce panic, tears or disengagement from lessons

● Be a reason not to attend school.



What to do if you are worried. 
Talk to the school

Sometimes concerns present at home and not at school. If you notice a change in your child, talk to 

the school so that everyone concerned can offer the support needed. 

Talk to your child

Talk to your child about what aspect of SATs concerns them the most. If you can help them pinpoint 

what is bothering them the most, you can take specific steps to help reassure them. 

Encourage your child to talk to their teacher

SATs are obviously linked to school. Don’t be surprised if your child would prefer seek reassurance 

from teachers over family members. 

Try not to project your own anxieties or views about the SATs

Children can be very intuitive. If they see that you are anxious, this could add to their own anxieties. 

Similarly, if you don’t believe in SATs, your child may reflect this view.



Questions?


